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Teachers at Charlotte High School have been working for some time on developing a 

curriculum that reflects the standards set forth by the Michigan Merit Curriculum. Through these 

efforts, courses have been developed that assess students’ knowledge of the standards; however, 

current research, a closer examination of practices, and close work with other districts has allowed 

the staff to come to the realization that the current system of grading does not always aid in a 

student’s mastery of the standards.  

With this fact in mind, teachers have attended trainings, read the research, and worked with 

schools currently experiencing success with standards based grading in order to help guide the 

changes in their practices. Throughout the school, departments have addressed this need for change 

differently, and at varying levels. Most have approached the topic through an examination of what 

makes up a grade, and how grades are calculated. For example, separating behavior from what a 

student knows and communicating it through the grade is fast becoming common practice throughout 

the school.  

Furthermore, emphasis is placed on students’ 

demonstration of knowledge on assessments, creating a 

system which relies heavily on projects, essays, and tests, and 

moves away from relying on practice, like homework and in 

class assignments. After all, homework should be designed to allow students to practice and grow, 

and assessments should be a place where they show what they know.  

The use of rubrics designed to push students’ thinking beyond simple proficiency on a 

standard and the use of student led assessment and tracking of progress are becoming widespread 

as well. Assessments have been reexamined and changed to address various levels of 

understanding and complexity, and students are being given the opportunity to demonstrate their 


